Stewards by God’s Design: The Three R’s of the Christian Steward
Living Under the Umbrella of Repentance
Facilitator’s Guide

Goal: That participants would examine their lives as stewards in the light of their need for
repentance.

Key Point: Repentance is the starting place for the Christian steward who is at the same time
saint and sinner. Repentance is a complete change of heart and mind that results in a total
change of life (fruits of repentance).

Introduction: Ask the participants to consider this question: Are there any situations you have
experienced or choices that you have made in your life that you would change if you could? Let
participants share their answer if they desire.

Jesus spoke the following words which framed His entire ministry, “Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand.” Matthew 4:17.

Have participants also read Luke 24:46-47. Here Jesus gives his disciples the charge to proclaim
repentance and forgiveness of sins to all nations in His name.

King David was a man after God’s own heart. One of the characteristics of such a man is
repentance. David was a sinner. He needed to repent, and he did. One such story of his sin and
his repentance is found in 2 Samuel 11-12 and Psalm 51.

Read 2 Samuel 11:2-5 What was David’s sin?
David committed adultery with Bathsheba.

Read 2 Samuel 11:14-15; 22-24. What was David’s sin?
David had Uriah killed to cover up his sin with Bathsheba.

Read 2 Samuel 12:1-7. How was David confronted with his sin?

Answer: The Lord sent Nathan to David. Nathan told David a story about a rich man who stole a
sheep from a poor man. The story angered David and he said, “As the LORD lives, the man who
has done this deserves to die, and he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing,
and because he had no pity.”

Verses 7-15 Nathan said to David, “You are the man! Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘I
anointed you king over Israel, and | delivered you out of the hand of Saul. And | gave you your
master’s house and your master’s wives into your arms and gave you the house of Israel and of
Judah. And if this were too little, | would add to you as much more. Why have you despised the
word of the Lord, to do what is evil in his sight? You have struck down Uriah the Hittite with the



sword and have taken his wife to be your wife and have killed him with the sword of the
Ammonites. Now therefore the sword shall never depart from your house, because you have
despised me and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.” Thus says the Lord,
‘Behold, I will raise up evil against you out of your own house. And | will take your wives before
your eyes and give them to your neighbor, and he shall lie with your wives in the sight of this
sun. For you did it secretly, but | will do this thing before all Israel and before the sun.”” David
said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord.” And Nathan said to David, “The Lord also has
put away your sin; you shall not die. Nevertheless, because by this deed you have utterly
scorned the Lord, the child who is born to you shall die.” Then Nathan went to his house. And
the Lord afflicted the child that Uriah’s wife bore to David, and he became sick. (ESV)

Psalm 51 is David’s response to Nathan the Prophet.
Read verses 3-8. What did David acknowledge?

3For | know my transgressions,

and my sin is ever before me.

4 Against you, you only, have | sinned

and done what is evil 'n your sight,

so that you may be justified in your words

and blameless in your judgment.

> Behold, | was brought forth in iniquity,

and in sin did my mother conceive me.

®Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being,
and you teach me wisdom in the secret heart. (ESV)

David knew that he had sinned against God and did evil in His sight.
Read verses 10-13. What did David ask of God?

10 Create in me a clean heart, O God,

and renew a right spirit within me.

11 Cast me not away from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.

12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and uphold me with a willing spirit.

13 Then | will teach transgressors your ways,
and sinners will return to you. (ESV)

David asked for God’s forgiveness. He wanted a clean heart and the joy of knowing God’s
salvation.

Ask participants to identify David’s fruit of repentance. Answer: David would tell others about
God’s ways so that they also would return to Him.



John the Baptist came to prepare the way for Jesus. He was a preacher of repentance. The
beginning of his ministry is recorded in Luke 3.

Read Luke 3:1-2 Why does Luke give such detail about the leaders and rulers who were in office
at that time?

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judea, and
Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and
Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas,
the word of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the wilderness. (ESV)

Answer: Luke was an historian. As such he demonstrated his commitment to historical accuracy
by relating the names of the officials in power at that time. This information also helps those
who read this account know approximately when the events recorded happened—between AD
26 and AD 29.

Read Luke 3:3 What was John proclaiming and why?

And he went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. (ESV)

Answer: John was proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.

In Luke: The People’s Bible Victor Prange writes, “John was a preacher of repentance. The word
‘repent’ is used in two senses in the Bible. Sometimes the word means only: ‘to be sorry for
sins.” An example of this use is the summary of Jesus’ message: ‘Repent and believe the good
news!’ (Mark 1:15). John’s preaching of repentance included the call to faith in the coming
Savior. This is evident from Luke’s statement that John ‘exhorted the people and preached the
good news to them’ Response to John's preaching of repentance included both sorrow for sins
and faith in the good news of forgiveness of sins.” Pages 34-35

The Concordia Commentary on Luke says, “Repentance is a favorite Lukan word, and the genitive
defines what kind of baptism, a ‘repentance baptism.’ John’s baptism is a repudiation of the old
way of life and a conversion that includes faith that the eschatological era of salvation is dawning.
Luke frames the story of John and Jesus with John’s preaching of repentance (3:3) and Jesus
commission to the disciples to preach this repentance to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem
(24:47).” “Attached to repentance is the prepositional phrase ‘to the forgiveness of sins,” which
describes both the purpose and result of the John’s repentance baptism.” (Footnote: Repentance
throughout Luke-Acts embraces a comprehensive spiritual change that includes sorrow for sin
and conversion to a new way of life in Christ. Thus far more is involved than the ‘change of mind’
suggested by the etymology of the words.) page 149



Read Luke 3:7-9 What did John tell the crowds in...

Verse 7
He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? (ESV)

John points out to his hearers that their spiritual lives are in peril. Their leaders are leading
them astray. Prange writes, “John’s words (brood of vipers) are a reflection on the religious
leadership which brought forth such spiritual children. They sense the coming judgment but are
like sheep without a shepherd. They don’t know how to escape the wrath to come.” Page 35

Verse 8

Bear fruits in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have
Abraham as our father.’ For | tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for
Abraham. (ESV)

Answer: Those who repent are changed—they have a new way of thinking and acting. Prange
writes, “The fruits of faith show the genuineness of repentance. Being the physical children of
Abraham is no guarantee that a barren tree will escape the ax and fire of judgment.” page 35

Verse 9

Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good

fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. (ESV)

Answer: Judgement comes to those who do not have faith in Christ. Those without faith do not
bear good fruit.

Read Luke 3:10-14.
What question did the crowd, the tax collectors, and the soldiers ask John?

Answer: “What shall we do?”

How did John answer them?

Answer:

John made clear to his hearers what the fruits of repentance look like:

To the crowd John said, “Whoever has two tunics is to share with him who has none, and
whoever has food is to do likewise.” In other words, be generous.

To the tax collectors John said, “Collect no more than you are authorized to do.” In other
words, don’t be greedy.



To the soldiers John said, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or by false accusations,
and be content with your wages.” In other words, be honest and content.

Prange writes, “The preaching of John moved the crowd to ask: ‘What should we do then?’
John points out to them some of the fruits of genuine repentance. He urges them to share their
garments and food with the poor and needy. He tells the tax collectors to be fair and honest.
Soldiers are directed to refrain from extorting money from people through false accusations;
rather they should be content with the pay they receive. Notice that John suggests fruits of
faith which bring benefits to other people. Here is preparation for him who gave the
commandment: love one another.” Page 36

Why is this important?

Answer: John helps the crowd, tax collectors, and soldiers by giving examples of the fruits of
repentance that apply to each group. In the Concordia Commentary on Luke it says, “But the
crowds, tax collectors, and soldiers are the only ones to come asking, ‘What are we to do?’
showing that they are willing to demonstrate repentance by doing what John asked of
them...John will give general guidelines for the crowds, the tax collectors, and the soldiers,
outlining how repentance expresses itself in daily life. Each instruction has to do with attachment
to things of this world. For the crowds, there is the general exhortation to perform deeds of
mercy by stripping down the excess of one’s clothing and food and sharing it with others. For the
tax collectors this means not taking more than their allotted share. For the soldiers it means not
using the power of their office for extortion or violence. Such deeds in daily life are ‘fruits worthy
of repentance.””

Why is this question known as the steward’s question?

Answer: Stewards manage what is entrusted to them by God. God is and always remains the
Owner of what He gives. Stewards, to be faithful, wise, and fruitful, must know what to do with
the relationships, responsibilities, and resources God puts into their care. They must know what
God desires them to do with what He gives them. The question, “What shall | do?” prompts the
steward to look to God’s Word for direction.

Martin Luther echoed the words of Scripture in the first one of the Ninety-five Theses he
posted on the Castle Church door in Wittenberg, Germany. He wrote, “When our Lord and
Master Jesus Christ says ‘Repent,” he wills that the entire life of the Christian be one of
repentance.”

Ask: How can a Christian’s whole life be one of repentance? It means, in part, that we have a
willingness to examine every aspect of our lives in the light of God’s Word, receive the
forgiveness He gives in Christ Jesus, and are eager to turn away from the sin that we discover.
This is an ongoing process for the Christian.



Stewardship is the Christian life and the Christian life is stewardship. Stewards manage all of life
and life’s resources for God’s purposes. How does your life, as a steward by God’s design,
demonstrate the fruits of repentance?

Answers will vary. The beginning place will be intentional, frequent, and continuous study of
God’s Word.
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